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SPEECH OF WM. H. SEWARD,

- OF NEW Y(ORK, ON THE
Lecompton Constitution.

The special order being the bill for the
admission of Kaozas under the Lecompton
Constilution, was taken up in the Sepats,
Mr. Seward, of New York, having the floor.
He said :

Mg. Presipesr: Eight years we
slew the Wilmot Prf:r?:: i{: the .gnne
Chamber, and baried it with triumphant
demonstrations under the floors of the Cap-
itol. Four years later, we exploded alto-

ther the time-honored of govern-
ing the Territories by Federal rules and reg-
ulations, and pu sod in
its stead s new gospel of popular sovereign-
ty, whose ways, like those of wisdom, were
to be ways of pleasantness, and all of :‘::IO@er
paths were su to be flowery paths o
peace. Nevep , the question whether
there shall be slavery or no slavery in I'.ber
Territories, is again the stirring passage o
the day. The restless provisoin.sbum the
cerements of the grave, and, striking hands
here in our very presence with the gentle
spirit of popular sovereignty run mad, is
seen raging freely in our balls, scattering
dismay among the administration benches

“THE PEOPLE ALWAYS CONQUER."

By P. B. PLuMB.

inping thers were twelve slave States,

only one that was free. Now, six of
those twelve have become free, and there
are sixtesn free States to fifteen slave Siates.
If the three eandidates now here—Kanzas,
Minnesota and Oregon—shall be admittad
as free States, then there will be nineleen
free States to fificen slave Siates. Original-
Iy there were twenty-four Senstors of slave
Bestes, and only two of free Siates; now
there are thirty-two Benators of free States,
and thirty of slave States. In the first
Constitutional Congress the slave States had
fifiy-seven Representatives, and the one free
State bad only eight; now the free States
have one hundred and forty-four represen-
tatives, while the slave States have only

ninety. These chan have ned in
a pcrzsd during which the nhvebm have
almost uninterruptedly exercised ount

influence in the Government, and notwith-
standing the Constitution itself has opposed
well known checks to the relstive increase
of resentation of free States. I assume,

, the truth of my first proposition.
I suggested, sir, a second circumstance,
namely : That whereas, in the earlier age
of the Republic, the National Government
favored this change, yet it has since alio-
gether reversed that policy, and it now op-
poses the change. I do not claim that
heretofore the National Government always,
or even habitually, intervened in the Terri-
tories in favor of free States, but only that
such intervention preponderated. . While
slavery existed in all of the States but one,
at the beginning, yet it was far less intense
in the northern than in some of the south-

of both Houses of Congress. Thus, an old, {ern States. All of the former contemplated

unwelcome lesson is read to us apew. The |an elrliv. emancipation.

question of slavery in the Federal Territories,
which are the nurseries of future States,

The fathers seem
not to bave anticipated an enlargement of
the national territory; consequently, they

independently of all its moral and humane expected that all the new States (o be there-

elements, involves a dynastical stru
two antagonistical systems, the labor of
slaves and the labor of free men, for mas-
tery in the Federal Union. One of these
systems partakes of an aristocratic charac-
ter, the other is purely democratic. Each
one of the existing States has staked, or it
will ultimately stake, not only its internal

le of |after admitted would be o

rganized upon

subdivisions of the then existing States, or
upon divisions of the then existing national
domain. That domain lay behind the thir-

teen States, and stretched from the lakes to
the gulf, and was bounded westward by the
Mississippi. It. was naturally divided by
the Ohio river, and the Northwest Territory

welfare, but also its influence in the Federa! |and the Southwest Territory were organized

councils, on the decision of that contest.— |on that division.

Such a struggla is not to be arrested, quelled
or reconciled by temporary expedients or
compromises.

r. President, I always engage reluctant-
Iy in these discussions, which awaken pas-
sion just in the degree that their importance
demands the impartial umpirage of reason.
This reluctance deepens now, when I look
around me and count the able contestants
who have newly entered the lists on either
side, and shadowy forms of many great and
honored statesmen who once were eloguent

It was foreseen, even
then, that the new States to be admitted
would ultimately overbalance the thirteen
original ones. They were, however, mainly
to be yel planted and matured in the desert,
with the agency of human labor.

The fathers knew only of two kinds of
labor, the same which now exist among our-
selves—namely, the labor of African slaves,
and the labor of free men. The former
then predominated in this country, as itdid
throughout the Continent. A confessed de-
ficiency of slave lsbor could be supplied

in these disputes, but whose tongues have |only by domestic increase, and by continu-
since begome stringless instruments, rise up |ance of the then existing importation from

before me. It is, however, & maxim in mil-
itary science, that in pre
every one should think as if the last event
depended on his counsel, and in every great
battle each one should fight as if he were
theonly champion. The principle, perhaps,
is equally sound in political affairs. If it
be possible, I shall perform my present duty
in such 8 way as lo wound no just sensibil-
ities. I must, however, review the action
of Presidents, Senates and Congresses. I
do, indeed, with all my heart, reject the in
struction given by the Italian master of po-
litical science, which teaches that all men
are bad by nature, and that they will not
fail to show this depravity whenever they
bave & fir opportunity. Bul jealousy of
executive power is a high, practical virlue
in republics; and we shall find it hard o
deny the justice of the character of free
legislative bodies, which Charles James Fox
drew, when he said that the British House
of Commons, of which he was at Lhe mo-
ment equally an ornament and an idol, like
every other popular assembly must be viewed
as a mass of men capable of too much at-
tachment and too much animosity, ble
of being biased by weak and even wicked
motives, and li.l.hi to be governed by min-
isterial influence, by caprice, and by cor-
ruption.

r. President, I propose to inquire, in
the first place, why the question before us
is altended by real or apparent dangers? I
think our apprehensions are in part due to
the intrinsic importance of the transaction
concerned. Whenever we add a new col-
umn to the Federal colonade, we need to lay
its foundations so firmly, to shape its shaft
with such just proportions, to poise it with
such exactness, wcr:: adjust its connections
with the existing structure so carefully, that
instead of falling prematurely, and dragging
other and veneiable columns with it to the

und, it may stand erect forever, increas-
ing the grandeur and stability of the whole
massive and imperial fabric. Sdll the ad-
mission of a new State is not necessarily or
even customarily autended by either em-

ents or alarms. We have already
admitted eighteen new States without se-
rious commotions, except in cases of Mis-
souri, Texas and California. We are even
now admitting two others, Minnesota and
Oregon ; and these transactions go on so
that only close observers are
aware that we are thus consolidsting our
dominion on the shores of Lake Superior,
and almost at the gates of the Arctic geun
_ Ris manifest that the difficul-
ties in the present case have some relation to
the dispute concerning slavery, which is
Tging within the “Territory of Kanzas.—
Yet, it must be remembered that nine of the
uew States which have been admitted, ex-
pressly establish slavery, or wlerated it, and
nine of them forbade 1t. The excitement,
therefore, is due to peculisr circumstances.
Tthink there are three of them, namely :

First—That whereas, in the beginning,
the ascendency of the slave States was ab-
solute, it is now being reversed.

a —That wheress, heretofore, the
tational government favored this change of
balance from the slave States to the free
States, it has now reversed this policy, and
“Oppases the

Third—That national intervention in the

Territories in favor of slave labor and slave | i

:ii. to“dn natural, social and
moral the Republic.
It scems un to demon-

Stmie the Grst of these propositions. In the

Africa. The supply of free labor depended

ion for war|on domestic increase, and a volunlary im-

migration from Europe. Settlements which
bml:f thus early taken on a free-labor charac-
ter, or a slave-labor character, were already
maturing in these parts of the old Btates
which were to be ultimately detached and
formed into new States. hen new States
of this class were organized, they were ad-
mitted promptly, either as free States or as
slave Biates, without objection. Thus Ver-
mont, a free State, was admitted in 1791 ;
Kentucky, a slave State, in 1792 ; and Ten-
nessee, also a slave State, in 1796. Five
new States were coutemplated to be erected
in the Northwest Territory. Practically it
was unoccupied, and therefore open to inbor
of either kind. The one kind or the other,
in the absence of any anticipated emulation,
would predominate, just as Con should
intervene to favor it. Congress intervened
in favor of free labor. This, indeed, was
an act of the Continental Congress, but it
was confirmed by the first Constitutional
Congress.  The fnthers simultaneously
adopted three other measures of less direct
intervention. First, they initiated in 1789,
and completed in 1808, the absolute sup-
pression of the African slave trade. Sec-
ondly, they organized systems of foreign
commerce and navigation, which stimulated
voluntary immigration from Europe. Third-
}y, they established an easy, simple and uni-
orm process of naturalization. The change
of the balance of power from the slave
States to the free States, which we are now
witnessing, is due chiefly (o those four early
measures of national intervention in favor
of free labor. It would have taken place
much sooner if the borders of the Republic
had remained unchanged. The purchase of
Louisiana and the acquisition of Florida,
however, were transactions resulting from
bigh political necessities, in dis of the
uestion between free labor and slave labor.
n admitting the new State of Louisiana,
which was organized on tl e slave-labor set-
tlement of New Orleans, Con practised
the same neutrality which it before ex-
ercised in the States of Kentucky and Ten-
nessee. No serious dispute arose uniil
1819, when Missouri, o ized within the
former province of Louisiana, upon a slave-
labor settlement in St. Louis, applied for
admisaionf;; a slave Suate, and Arkansas
was manifestly preparing to soon in
the same character. Thgo h;:::e.;f wer
between the slave States and the free guu
was already reduced 1o an equilibrium, and
the eleven free States bad an equal repre-
sentation with the eleven slave Swutes in the
Senate of the United States. The slave
States unanimously insistad on an unquali-
fied admission of Missouri. The free States
with less unanimity demanded that the new
Suile should rencunce slavery. The contro-
versy seemed to sbake the Union to its
foundations, and it was terminated by a
compromise. Missouri was admitted ss a
slave Buate. Arkansss, rather by impli
tion than by express
admitted, and it was

was forever prohibited in all that part of the
old provinee of Louisiana yet remainin
unoccupied, which lay north of thopu:llﬁ
of 36 degrees 30 minutes north latitude.

ery labor.
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Pll.inly. however, thas the vigor of national
intervention in favor of free labor and free
Buales was exhsusted. Still the existing
statutes were adequate to secure an ultimata
ascendency of the free States.

The policy of intervention in favor of
slave labor and slave States with the
further removal of the borders of the Re-
mﬁc. I cheerfully admit that this policy

not been persistent or exclusive, and
claim ounly that it has been and yet is pre-
dominant. I am not now to deplore the an-
nexation of Texas. I remark simply that
it was a bold messure, of doubtful constitu=
tionality, distinetly ado as an act of in-
tervention in favor of slave labor, and made
or intended to be made most effective by
the stipulation that the new State of Texas
may hereafier be divided and so re-organized
as to constitute five slave States. This great
act cast a long shadow before it—a shadow
which perplexed the people of the fres States.
It was then thst & feeble social movement,
which asimed by moral persuasion at the
manumission of slaves, gave place wo politi-
cal organizations, which have ever since
gone on increasing in energy and extent, di-
rected against a further extension of slavery
in the ng‘:l.ed States. The war between the
United States and Mexico, and (he acquisi-
sition of the Mexican provinces of New
Mexico and Upper California, the fruits of
that war, were 8o immediately and direcily
consequences of the annexation of Texas,
that all of those events, in fact, may be re-
garded as constituting one act of inlerven-
tion in favor of slave labor and slave States.
The field of the strife between the two sys-
tems bad become widaly enlarged. Indeed,
it was now continental. The amazing min-
eral wealth of California stimulited setile-
ments there into & rapidity like that of veg-
etation. The Mexican laws, which prevailed
i the newly-acquired Territories, dedicated
them to free labor, aud thus the astounding
qusestion arose for the first time, whether
the United Siates of AmerRa, whose Con-
stitution was based upon the principle of the
politieal equality of all men, would blight
and curse with slavery a conquered lund
which enjoyed universal freedom. The
slave Btates denied the obligation of these
laws, and insisted on their abrogation.—
The free Siates maintained them, and de-
manded their confirmation through the en-
sctment of the Wilmot Proviso. The slave
Siates and the free States were vet in equi-
librium. The controversy continued here
two years. The settlers of the new Terri-
tories became impatient, and precipitated a
solution of the question. They organized
new free States in California and New Mex-
ico. The Mormous also framed a govern-
ment in Uwah. Congress, afier a bewilder-
ing excilement, determined the matter by
another compromise. It admitted Califor-
nia a free Suate, dismembered New Mexico,
transferring a large district free from slavery
to Texas, whose laws carried slavery over
it, and subjected the residue to a Territorial

VoL. 1--No. 39.

lmgniud and affirmed this right, as it was | itants of (be Territory, they organised pro-

about secking amo litical ies the
charity of pﬁo:,g n!:xoder lhepa:ome of
squatter sovereignty. It was pow brought
to the font, and baptized with the more at-
tractive appellation of popular sovereignty.
It was idle for & time to say that, under the
Missouri prohibition, freernen in the Terri-
fory bad all the rights which freemen could
desire—perfoct freedom to do everything but
establish elavery. Popular soverciguty of-
fered the indulgence of a taste of the fruit
of the tree of tnowbdge of evil as well as
of good—a more perfect freedom. Inso-
much as the proposition seemed Lo come from
a free State, the slave States could not resist
1ls seductions, although sagacicus men saw
that they were delusive. Consequently, a
small and ineffectunl siream of slave labor
wis &t once forced into Kanzas, engineered
by a large number of politicians, advocates
at once of slavery and the Federal adminis-
tration, who proceeded with great haste to
prepare the means so to carry the first elec-
tious as (o obtain the laws necessary for the
protection of slavery. It is one thing, how-
ever, lo expunge statutes from a pational
code, and quite another to subvert a nation:
al institution, even though it be ouly a
monument of freedom lovated in the desert.
Nebraska was resigned to free labor without
a struggle, and Kanzas became a theater of
the first actual national conflict between
slaveholding and free labor immigrants, met
face to face, o organize, through the ma-
chinery of republican action, a civil com-
munity.

The parties differed as widely in their
appointments, conduct and bearing, as their
principles. The free laborers came into the
Territory with money, horses, cattle, im-
plemeuts and engines, with energies con-
centraled by associations and strengthened
by the recognition’ of some of the States.
They marked out farms, and sites for mills,
towns and cities, and proceeded at once to
build, to plow and to sow. They proposed
to debate, to discuss, to organize peacefully,
and to vote, and to abide the canvass. The
slave-lnbor party entered the Territory ir-
rejularly, staked out possessions, marked
them, snd then, in most instances, with-
drew to the Swtes from which they had
come, to sell their new acyuisitions, or
to return and resume them, as circum-
stances should render one course or (he
other expedient. They left armed men in
the Territory to watch and guard, and to
summon externsl aid, either w vole or w
fight, as should be found necessary. They
were fortified by the favor of the adminis-
tration, and assumed to act with its author-
ity. Intolerant of debate, and defiant, they
hurried on the elections which were to be
so perveried, that an usurpation should be
established. They rang out their summons
when the appointed time came, and armed
bands of partisans, from States near and

government, as it also subjected Uwh, and
stipulated that the future States to be organ-
ized in those Territories should be admittad
cither as [ree States or as slave Btates, a.sl

they should elect. 1 pass over the poriions
of this arrangement which did not bear di-|
rectly on the point in counflict. The Fed-|

eral Government presented this compromise |
to the people, as & comprehensive, final and
perpetual adjutsment of all then existing
and dll future questions having any relation
to the subject of slavery within the Terri-
tories or e{:ewhere. The country accepted
it with that proverbial facility which free
States practice, when time brings on a stern
conflict which popular ions provoke,
and at a distance defy. This halcyon peace,
however, has not ceased to be celebrated,
and labor required an opening of the region
in the old province of Louisiana nerth of
36 degrees 30, which bad been rescrved in
1820, and dedicited to free labor and free
States. The old question was revived in
regard to that Territory, and took the nar-
row name of the Kanzas question, just as
the stream which Lake Buperior discharges,
now contracting itself into rivers and pre-
cipitating itself down rapids and eataracts,
and now spreading out its waters into broad
seas, assumes a new name with every change
of form, but continues, nevertheless, the same
majestic and irresistible flood under every
change, increasing in depth and in vol-
ume until it looses itself in the all-absorb-
ing ocean.

o oné had ever said or even thought
that the law of freedom in this region could
be repealed, impaired or evaded. Its con-
stitutionality bad indeed been questioned at
the time of its enactment ; but this, with
all other objections, bad been surrendered
as part of the compromise. It was regard-
ed as bearing the sanction of the public
faith, as it certainly had those of time and
acquiescence. But the slaveholding people
of Missouri looked across the border, into
Kanzas, and coveted the land. The slave
States could not fsil to sympathize with
them. Itseemed as if no organization of
government could be effected in the Territo-
ry. The Senator from Illinois (Mr, Dou-
glas) E.od]ecled a scheme. Undér his vig-
orous ing, Congress created two Terri-
tories, Nebraska and Kanzas. The former
(the more northern one) might, it was sup-
posed, be settled without slavery, and be-
come a free State, or several free States —
The Iatter (the southern one) was sccessi-
ble to the slave Btates, bordered on one of
them, and was rﬁnlad as containing a re-

ion inviting w slaveholders. So it might
settled by them, and become one or more
slave Btates. Thus, indirecily, a further
compromise might be effected, if the Mis-
souri pml(s}i‘:tiun of 1820 should be abro-
gated. gress ted it, with the
ial and effective co-operation of the
resident, snd thus the National Govern-
ment direcily intervened in favor of slave
Loud remonstrances agninst the
measure, on the ground of its violation of
the national faith, was silenced by clamor-

had never had any right (o intervene in the
Territories for or against slavery, but that
the citizens of the United States residing
within a Territory bhad, like the ple of
every State, exclusive authority and juris-
dicti!)lomsh . 28 one of the domestic

ous avowals of a discovery that Congress|the

remote, invaded and entered the Territory,
with banners, ammunition, provisions and
forage, and encamped around the polls.—
They seized the ballot-boxes, replaced the
judges of elections with partisans of their
own, drove away Lheir opponents, filled the
boxes with as many votes as the exigencies
demanded, and, leaving the results 10 be re-
turned by reliable hands, they marched back
again to their distant bomes, to celebrate
the conquest, and exult in the prospect of
the establishment of slavery upon the soil
so long consecrated to freedom. Thus. in
a single day, they become parents of a State
without affection for it, and childless again
without bereavement. In this first hour of
trial, the new system of popular sovereignty
signally failed—failed because it is impossi-
ble to organize, by one single act, in one
day, a community perfectly free, perfectly
sovereign and perfectly constituted, out of
elements unassimilated, unarranged, and
uncomposed. Free labor rightiully won
the day. Slave labor wre the victory
to itself by fraud and violence. Instead of
a frea republican government in the Terri-
tory, such as popular sovereignty bad prom-
ised, there was then and thencelorth a hate-
ful usurpation. This usurpation proceeded
without delay and without compunction to
disfranchise the people. It transferred the
slave code of Missouri to Kanzas, without
stopping in all cases to substitute the name
of the new Territory for that of the old
State. It practically suspended popular
elections for three years, the usurping Leg-
islature assigning that term for its own
members, while it committed sall subordi-
nate trusts (o agents appointed by itself. It
barred the courts snd the juries to its ad-
versaries by test oaths, and made it a crime
to think what one pleased, and to write and
print what oue thought. It borrowed all
the enginery of tyranny, but the torture,
from the practice of the Siuarts. The party
of free labor appenled to the Governor
Reeder) to correct the false election returns.
e intervened but ineffectually, and yet
even for that intervention was denounced by
the administration organs, and, after long
snd unacceptable ex ions, he was re-
moved from office by the President. The
new Governor (Shannon) sustained for a
while the usurpation, but failed to effect the
subjugation of the people, although he or-
ganized ss a militis an armed partisan band
of adventurers who had intruded themselves
into the Territery to force slavery upon the
people. With the active co-operation of
this band, the party of slave labor disarmed
the free State emigrants, who bad mow
learned the necessity of being prepared for
self defence, on the borders of the Territo-
ry, and on the distant roasds and rivers which
led into it. They destroyed a bridge that
free labor men used in their way to the seat
of governmeat, sacked s hotel where they
lodged, and broke up and cast into the river
a press which was the o of their cause.
The ple of Kanzas, thus deprived,
not merely of self-go ment, but even of
pesce, tranquility, sod security, fell back on
inali revolutionary right of volun-
tary ization. They determined, Low-
evér, with admirable temper, judgment and
layalty, weo;;}em thai:nd for this
purpose in rence ordination to
the Federal Union, and according to the
line of safe

relations. The Nebraska act only

‘Afier the elections, open to:ll the inbab-

|
The theory was not indeed new, bul.i visionally a Siate Government
8 vagrant one, which had for some time gone|and by the bands of provisional Senstors,

at Topeka;

and a provisional Representative, they sub-
mitted their Constitution to Congress, and
prayed to be admitted as o free State into
the Federal Union. The Federal authori-
ties lent no aid to this movement, but on
the contrary, the President and Senate con-
temptuously rejected it, and denounced it as
treason, and allits actors and sbettors as dis-
loyal to the Union. An army was dispatched
into the Territory, intended, indeed, to pre-
serve the peace, but at the same time to
obey aud sustain the usurpation. The pro-
visional Legislature, which had met to con-
fer, and to adopt further means to urge the
prayers of the people upon Congress, were
dispersed by the army; and the State offi-
cers provisionally elected, who had commit-
ted no eriminal act, were arrested, indicted,

and held in the Federal camp as State pris-

oners. Nevertheless, the people of Kanzas
did not acquiesce. The usurpation remain-
ed & barren authority, defied, derided snd
despised.

A national eloction was now approaching.
Excitement within and symathies withouat
the Territory must be allayed. Governor
Shannon was removed, and Mr. Geary was
appointed his successor. He exacted sub-
mission to the statutes of the usurpation,
by promised equality in their administration.

¢ induced a repeal of some of those stat-|

utes which were most obviously unconstitu-
tional, and declared an amnesty for political
offences. He persuaded the {ogislnmn- of
the usurpation to ordain a call for & conven-
tion at Lecompton, to form a Constitution,
if the measure should be approved by a pop-
ular vote at an election to be held for that
purpose. To vote at such an election was
to recognize and tolerate the usurpation, as
well s to submit to disfranchising laws, and

w hazard a renewal of the frauds and vio- |

lence by which the usurpation had been es-
tablished. On no account would the Layis-
lature agree that the projected Constitution
should be submitted to the people, after it
should have been perfected by the Conven-
tion. They refused this just measure, so
necessary to the public security in case of
surprise and fmu‘i The Governor insisted
on this provision, and demanded of the
President of the United States the removal
of a partial and tyrannical Judge. He fail-
ed to gain either measure, and incurred the
displeasure of the usurpation by secking
them. He fled the Territory.

The Freo | the Senate’s press, and scattered in

JOB PRINTING.

ppn s
The office of Tex Kaxsas News js fornished
with & complete assortinent of the newest styles
of Type, Borders, Flourishes, Cuts, Cards, Faney |
Papers, Colored Inka, Bronze, &e., enabling the
proprietor to prini Cmcurans, Canns, Certiricates
or Srocx, Dexzes, Postszs, snd sll other kinds of
Jon Puirrive, in s manner unsurpassed in the
. Partioular attention
T LT of Dlenke Orders Sor et jroatng
|attended to when sccompanied with Gl 'ﬁ'g’.-

| cxrsion™ is oupr motto.

took his seat on the portico. The Supreme
Court attended him there, in mb: which

et exacted public reverence. T .
zmm ofpl:e import of the 'ﬁug:.liiph
carried on between the President snd ':E
Chief Justice, andfimbued with venemation
for both, filled the avenues and [ar
away as the eye could reach. Presi-
dent addressed them in words ss bland as
those which the worst of all the Roman
Emperors pronounced when be sssumed the
Eurpk‘. e announced, (vaguely, indeed,

ut with seli-satisfaction,) the forthcoming
extra-judicial exposition of the Constitu-
tion, and pledged his submission to itas
authoritative and final. The Chief Justice
and his Associates remained silent. The
Senate, too, were therr—oonstitutional wit-
nesses of the transfer of the administra-
tion. They too were silent, although the
promised usurpation was to sub\'e::ﬁ:o au
thority over more than half of the empire
which Congress had assumed rane-
ously with the birth of the nation, and had
exercised without intarruplion for near sev-
enty years. It cost the President, under
the eircumstances, little exercise of -
nimity now to promise to the people of ;{:n-
| zas, on whose neck he had, with the aid of
the Supreme Court, hung the millstone of
slavery, a fair trisl in their sttempt to cast
it off, and hurl it to the earth, when they
 should come o organize a State Government,
Alas ! that even this chesp promise, utter-
ed under such great solemuities, was only
made to be broken !

The pageant ended. On the 5th of March
the Judges, without even exchanging (beir
silken robes for courtiers” gowns, paid their
salutations to the President in the execu-
tive palace. Doubtless the President re-
| ceived them ss graciows as Charles 1. did
| the judges who, st his instance, subverted
|the statutes of English liberty. On the
6th of March the Supreme Court dismissed
the negro suitor, Dred Scott, to return to
his bondage; and having thus disposed of
| that private sction for an all rivate
| wrong, on the ground of wan: of jurisdic-
| tion in the case, they proceeded with amus-
| ing solemnity to pronounce the opinion. that,
|if they had had such jurisdiction, sall the
‘ unfortunate n would have to remain in

bondage, unrelieved, because the Missouri
prohibtion viclates rights of geneml proper-
ty involved in slavery, pammount to the
authority of Congress, few days later,
copies of this opinion were multiplied by
name

State party stood aloof from (ke polls, and | of the Senate broadeast over the land, and

the canvass showed that some 2300 less than
o third of the people of the Territory had
sanctioned the call of a Convention, while
the presence of the army alone held the Ter-
ritory under a forced truce.

At this juncture the new Federal Admin-
istration came in, under a President who
had obtained success by the intervention at
the polls of a third party—an ephemeral or-
ganization, built upon a frivolous issus,
which had just strength enough and life
enough to give to a pro-slavery party the aid
required o produce thst untoward result.
The new President, under a show of mode-
ration, masked & more effeciusl interven-
tion than that of his predecessor, in favor
of slave labor and a slave State. Before
coming into office he approached, or was
approached by, the Supreme Court of the
United Siates. On their docket was, through
some chanee or design, an action which an
obscure negro man in Missouri had brought
for his freedom agninst bis reputed master.
The Court had arrived at the conclusion on
solemn argument, that, inasmuch as this
unfortunate negro had, through some igno-
rance or chicane in special pleading, sdmit
ted, what could not have been proved, that
he was descended from some African who
had once been held in bondage, that there-
fore he was not, in view of the Constitution,
a citizen of the United States, and therefore
could not implead the reputed master in the
Federal Courts; and on this ground the Su-
preme Court were prepared to dismiss the
nction for want of jurisdiction over the suit-
or's person. This decision—certainly as

repugnant to the declaration of independence | their adroitness. On the one side,

their publication has not yet been disowned
by the Sennte. Simultaneously, Dred Scott,
who had played the hand of dummy in this
interesting political game, unwittingly, yet
to the complete satisfaction of his adversa-
ry, was voluntarily emancipated; and thus
received from his master, as a reward, the
freedom which the court bsd denied him as
a right.

The new President of the United States,
| having organized this formidsble judicial
 bautery at the ca‘fiwl, was now ready to be-
gin bis active demonstrations of interven-
tion in the Territory. Here occurred not a
new want, bul an old one revived—a Gov-
ernor for Kangas. Robert J. Walker, born
and reared in Pennsylvanis, o free State, but
long & citizen and resident of Mississippi, &
slave State, eminent for talent and industry,
devoted to the Presidentand hh%n—
sible and persevering, untiring and &
scemed just the man to conduct the fraud-
ulent inchoate proceedings of the projected
Lecompton convention to s conclusion, by

]‘ dividing the friends of free labor in the Ter-

ritory, or by casting upon them the respon-
sibility of defeating their own favorite poli-
cy by impracticsbility and contumacy. He
wanted for this purpose only sn army and
full command of the executive exchequer of
promises of favor and of threats of punish-
ment. Frederick P. Stanton, of Tennes-
see, honorable and ecapable, of persuasive
address, but honest ambition, was appoint-
ed his Secrelary., The new uis soon
found that they had sssumed s task that
would tax all their energies and ni:;l!l

ve

and 10 the spirit of the Constitution as to| labor party wers determined to circumvent

the instincts of bumanity — nevertheless

umpeopk,mdmmthmnghmm:‘r

would be one which would exhaust all the | t0 D convention, & slave State. On the oth-

power of the tribunal, and exclude conside- | ¢r hand, the

ration of all other questions that had been
raised upon the record. The counsel who
had sppeared for the negro had volunteered

fiom motives of charity, and ignorant, of | had

course, of the disposition which was to be
made of the cause, had argued that his cli-
ent bad been freed from slavery by opera-

tion of the Missouri prohibition of 1820.— | 1
The up?osed counsel, paid by the defending | other nineteen.
der, had insisted, in reply, that the insisted on pa

slaveho
famous statute was unconstitutional. The
mock debate had been beard in the chamber
of the Court in the basement of the capitol,
in the presence of the curious visitors at the

seat of governmeni, whom the dullness of l

a judicial investigation could not disgust.—
The Court did not hesitate to please the in
coming President, by seizing this exirane
ous and idle forensic discussion, and con-
verting it into an occasion for pronouncing
an opinion that the Missouri prohibition was
void, and that by foree of the Constitation,
slavery existed, with all the elements of prop-
erty in man over man, in all the Territo-
ries of the United mﬂ; thn?fuuwm
ular sovereignty within itori
f:g even to the allt{orityof Congress itself.
In this ill-omened act, the &w(}uﬂ
forgot its own dignit]'. which always
been maintained with just judicial jealousy.,
They forgot that the province of & court is
simply *jus dicere,” and not at all ‘Gus
dare”” They aleo that one “foual sen-

tence does more
amples; for the last do not the
stream, while the former co the

fountain.”” Andtheyand the President dika_

forgot that judicial usurpation is more odi
mrp:ndi‘n{ohnbhthnuyolhnm
the manifold practices ices of tyramny-

tional legislature and the liberties of the
people. The President, ute-de!i the

than many foul ex-| 878,

people were watchful, and de-
termined not to be circamvented, and in no
ease to submit. Elections of delegates to
that body were at hand. The Legislature
vired a census and registry of vo-
ters to be made by the authorities desigua-
ted by itself, and this duty had been only
tially performed in fifteen of the thirty-
E:r counties, and altogether omitted in
The of slave labor
ent of taxes as a condition
of suffrage. The free labor party deemed
the whole proceeding void, by reason of the
usurpation pructiseg. and of the defective
ts for the election. Theydiscov-
ered a design 0 ise in the refusal of
any guarantse thst Constitution, when
framed, should be submitted to the people,

for their acceptance or nieatiun,x:apnlo-
qwnsppl?mﬂonndritﬁr admis-
sion of Kanzas into the Union. The Gov-

ernor, drawing from the ample treasury of
the executive at his comnl.ndr:mh dus z
Y,

hibitions of the army, and threaiened

with an
ﬁﬂ:}pﬂﬁmﬁm

ted the defects of census and registry, and

rm_ﬂ' the rejection of the

yhimnll;-f.m'lho President, sod by Con-
i fan submis-

fa ir and complete submi
sion of the Constitution nnt be made




